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SCOTTISH NOVICE CHAMPIONSHIPS

TIIK START:—W. BROWN (Edinburgh Southern) (98) Undine.

The National Novice Cross-Country
Championship held nt PolIok Kntuto on
22nd Novembor, 1017, tinder adverse
weather conditions, proved to be as
excellent and thrilling a race as any
of the series. The five-mile trail was a
double-lap circuit similar to the course
of the 1946 raco.
Prior to the atari, the popular fancies

for the Individual title were I). Jackson
(Shottieston), T. Carry (Glasgow Univ.)
and Youths Cross-Country Champion
Wilfred Young (Vic. Park). Another
fancied candidate before the day of the
race, It. Smith (Garscubo) Youths
Mile Champion and a fine fourth in the
previous "Novice," was convalescing
in hospital after having undergone an
urgent operation.
There were over 200 starters. When

tho " field " came into view approach¬

ing hall distance, only I). Jackson of
the "fancies " was " in tho hunt," and
then ho seemed to falter badly and had
to retire, as Garry did also, with log
injury. A group of four, all running
sweetly, were out in front, with C.
Forbes (Vic. Park) leading, followed by
W. Brown (Edinburgh Southern) ami
D. McLuohlin (Springburn), whilst J.
Duffy (Garscube) seemed to be content
in fourth position.
With a timed effort, Duffy forced

the issuo with just over n mile to go,
and liis company could not respond.
But W. Lennie (Vale of Loven), who
had been closing up, gave chase. Over
the last mile Lennic gradually closed in
a ten-yard gap, and about 200 yards
from tho tape actually passed Duffy.
In an uphill gradient to the finish
Duffy rallied, and his strong finish wat
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leader" al Imir-dKinnrp In th* •• Notice C. Forte*. W. Brown. I». XrUwhlin
ami J. J. Duffy.

loo much lor lho weakened but gallant
Lonnio.
Judging by the shouts of "Come on,

Joo!" along the finishing stretch (by
ardent female enthusiasts), the winner
was not entirely unknown or without
popularity.
A grand Victoria Park A.A.G. team

packed well from the start and were
worthy winners of the team champion¬
ship.

RESULTS
3—J. J. DUFFY (Ganrute).-26 mtn, 34 «oc.
3—W. LKNXIE (Vain of Lcvcn A.A.C.)—

Mm. 44s.
3—W. BROWN* (Edinburgh Southern H.J—

2ftm, 50s.
4—O. FORTIES (Victoria Park A.A.C)—27m.

22 seconds.

TEAM PLACINGS
I—Victoria Park A.A.C—C. Fotbca 4. A.

Johnston 10. W. Young 12. R. O'Hnra IT.
TV»U»1. 43 points. 34. 38. 145.

2—Shettleston II.—W. Hums 13. R. Wilson
10. W. Lain* 20. C. Wallace 22. 71 pts.
35. 48. 84.

3—Edinburgh University H. and II.—R. R.
Rowlea 0. R. J. Slierwin 8. R. F. Willy
40. J>. G. Cummins 40. 100 points. 50.
lit. 122, 127.

4—Gnracubo II.-J. Duffy 1. 26. 41. 43. Ill
points. 50, 72. 74. 80.

5—MaryhiII n.—J. Robb 15. 20. 32. 116. 142
points. 76. 86, JM.

S—Vale of Leven A.A.C.—VV. Lonnlo 2. 27.
OB, 08. 140 points. 100. 110. 160.

7—Greenock Glrnpark II.—J. W. Armstrong6. 30. 55. 60. 150 points. 05.
8—II.M.S. Condor—Welter 14. 21, 56. 03. 151

points. 79.
!t—Doon II.—J. Bighorn 7. J. Munro 18. 40.

81. 155 points. 101. 120. 130, 149.

lo-ll..M.S. Caledonia—.'II. 37. 38. 04. 170
points. 07. 106. 107, 114.

11—Edinburgh Southern II.—W. Brown 3. 33.
87. 101. 221 points. 112, 115. 130.

IS—Plebeian II.—15. 51, 62, 78. 236 points.
161.

13—Clydesdale IL—30, 63. 67, 73. 241 points.
128. 100. 160.

11—Brllahouston If.—53. 67. 67. 93. 272 points.
103. 125. 141. 171.

15—West Kilbride A.A.C.-G. Adamson II. 80.
83. 108. 282 points.

18—Glasgow University II. and II—23. 75. 01,
98. 287 points. 116. 116.

17—Allclimountilln II.—14. 47. 03. 113. 296
points. 140, 154, 157.

18—Ililllng!on II.—24. 82. 100. 109. 320 points.
133, 132, 108. 163.

19—Kllbitrchan II.—39. 42. 117, 131. 328 pts.

20—Glasgow Y.M-C.A.—54. 71. 102. 111. 338
points. 172.

21—Brith H.—25. 77. 129. 131. 365 points.
137, KM.

22—Springbum II—D. McLuclilln 9. 118. 138.
147. 412 points. 151. 156. 159.

23—Edinburgh Eastern II.—88. 90. 90. 112.
416 points. 150.

24—UdillnjstonWelfare A.C.-28. 123. 135. 162.
448 joints.

25—Ayr A.A.C.—85. 121. 124, 132. 402 points.
144, 168.

26—Greenock WrilporV II.—70. 139. 113. 165..
617 points.

27—Kilmarnock II—126. 163. 155. 170. 601
polnt9. 173.

Individual Entrants:—A. K. Lynch (D.A.A.C.),
31; G. McGlll (Ham. H.', 40; A. McNeill
(Shotts M.W.A.C.), 40: R. McVey
(Alrdrlo H.). 62; W. Grocn (Shettleston
IL). 06; H. Hawkins (Moth. Y.M.C.A.J.
91: A. Foster (Alrdrlo H.). 136; 1>.
McLennon (Ham. H.). 129; G. Pollock
(St. Modan's A.A.C.). 137; W. Convlllo
(ltcn. V.M.C.A.). 156; J, Stewart (Ham.
H.). 157: J. Pago (Moth. Y.M.C.A.). 171.
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Although the cross-country season is
now well into its stride, the published
list of European rankings for 1917
momentarily take us buck to. track and
field and remind us of the proximity
of the Olympic (James.
Very few British athletes are included

in the select list, the exception heing
oOr own Alan Paterson. J. Wilkinson
of Oxford, evergreen Don Finlay,broad-
jumper W. Watts, Harry Whittle, ami
H. Parlett.
Paterson Ranked as Europe's Best
By virtue of his magnificent British

record of 6ft. 7tfn., made at Ibrox in
his memorable contest with the
American Vessie, Alan Paterson gets
premier European ranking, an honour
even more appreciates! when one
considers that Britain has long been
considered the Cinderella of field
events.
Wilkinson also heads the list at 100

and 200 metres; but apart from Don
Finlay's third ranking at 110 metres
hurdles, the others are allocated very
minor places.
In the 1500 metres, 5000 metres and

10.000 metres events, performances
border 011 the phenomenal. Three
Swedes head the list in the first-named
event, whore the 12th man has shown
form equivalent to a Imin. lOsec. mile.
Tito Czech Zatopek heads the 5000

metres with a time faster 1 seconds
than Wooderson's winning time at
Oslo; while Heino, whose amateur
status is at the moment in some doubt,
naturally loads at 10,(KM) metres.
Not being Europeans, the names of

McDonald, Bailey and Arthur Wint are
missing from the list.
No ratings are given for the Mara¬

thon and Decathlon, otherwise Jack
Holden must assuredly have boon given
a leading place in the former with his
time of 2h. 33m. 20.2s. in the British
Championship.

Marathon in Czecho-Slovakia
Incidentally, Holden ran an excellent

race in Ozccbo-Stovakia recently when

IMMENTA1KY
FARRELL
in a field of 100 runners he defeated
some of the best distance runners in
Europe, yet finished second to dark-horse
Charles lliercndt of Luxembourg, a
strong, rugged type of runner who
clocked 2 hours 36 minutes 6.6 seconds,
or 61 seconds before Holden. Despite
bis defeat, some Continental experts
predict victory for Holden in the
Olympic Marathon next year; but in
this unpredictable event, apart from
his recent conqueror, the Tipton man
will receive formidable opjiosition from
the European utid Finnish champion,
Hietancn, whoso recent record form has
been impeccable.

Olympic Winter Training
Winter training is in full swing with

the emphasis at the moment moro on
general fitness and improvement in
technique nither than anything in tho
nature of a serious preparation yot. I
understand that there has been an
enthusiastic response at Ibrox Park,
among whom Olympic possibles Alan
Paterson and Allan Watt are quietly
tuning- up in company with other well-
known athletes.
Enthusiastic Secretary D u 11 O a n

Wright and President R. Walker, the
former decathlon champion, have been
instrumental in getting together a
grand band of competent coaches, and
must be complimented 011 the organisa¬
tion of the whole scheme. The coaches
include Messrs. Cromar, Hodge,
McFudden, Bone, Paterson (sonr.),
and George Kordas, (lie Polish heavy
events expert, and their combined work
should bear fruit in due course.
At Helenvalc Park we have about a

dozen cross-country and marathon
enthusiasts training steadily and
progressively under the watchful super¬
vision of Messrs. Scallv and Craig.
After the New Year it is hoped to rope
in some of the possibles from which
Scotland's cross-country team may be
select o<l. Here is an opportunity for
some communal training and an
opportunity to acquire that most


